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Dear Friends of the Utah National Guard’s Charitable Trust,
It has been almost five years since the Trust was chartered to assist military members and
their families in times of need. Since its inception, the Trust has been there to assist more than
6,000 uniformed personnel during periods of personal hardship and combat deployments. In
the past year, more than $175,000 have been collected through private donations and by our
corporate sponsors. We express our heartfelt thanks to those who donate so generously to
this worthy cause.
We particularly recognize your tremendous generosity during the difficult financial times of the
past year. As a board, we make every effort to treat this money as a sacred gift. We strive to
be frugal and to help as many deserving military members as possible. We keep our operating
costs low so that donors can be assured the maximum amount of their generous contributions
is going directly to those in need. In 2009, our administrative costs were less than one percent
of donated funds. We achieved this by maximizing the use of competent and caring volunteers
to manage the Trust.
We prepare our financial statement annually in an effort to demonstrate our commitment to
transparency, to highlight the programs that support those in need, and to keep our individual
and corporate sponsors informed of the Trust’s progress over the past year. We hope you find
this report to be open, informative, and heartwarming.
As you examine these pages, we are confident that you will feel a sense of satisfaction in your
association with the Trust. In addition to financial statements, we have included pictures and
stories that detail exactly how the Trust is assisting real people in times of need. On behalf of
our uniformed Servicemembers, their families and every board member, we express our heartfelt thanks for your kindness and generosity.
With sincere regards,

Brigadier General Jefferson S. Burton
President and Board Chairman
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Over the past year, we have benefited from some tremendous
generosity from individual donors and corporate sponsors
raising $197,989.64 on behalf of the Trust.

The Trust operates with less than one percent of
donated funds being used for administrative costs.

The Utah National
Guard Charitable Trust was
established in 2005 as a
501(c)3 nonprofit entity.
Since its creation, the Trust
has disbursed more than
$440,000 among hundreds
of Airmen and Soldiers’
families, typically to offset
financial hardships incurred
during deployment of their
Servicemember.
Funds for the Trust
have been provided by
generous contributions from
private donors and corporate
partners.
Utah Guard members
and their families make
significant sacrifices to
answer the call of the nation.
Among these are financial

hardships endured while
the military member serves
overseas away from his or
her family.
Many of our CitizenSoldiers and Airmen
experience dramatic
reductions in income when
they leave their civilian jobs
and mobilize for full-time
military service.
From the general
fund of the Utah National
Guard Charitable Trust, the
Emergency Relief Fund
provides assistance to
Soldiers, Airmen, and their
families who find themselves
in financial hardship.
Here are some
examples of how Emergency
Relief funds are used:

• To cover transportation
to and lodging costs at a
military treatment facility for
the spouse of an Airman
or Soldier, who has been
seriously injured or wounded
while on active duty. Many
charitable organizations
arrange to donate frequentflier miles for the spouse’s
airfare. We make the effort
to use this resource when
possible, but this option is
not always feasible.
• Families of Airmen or
Soldiers deployed for
combat or a military school
often struggle with meeting
basic needs due to the
difference between their
military and civilian salaries.

In such cases, the Trust
will provide families in need
with grocery gift cards,
or a representative from
the Utah National Guard
Servicemember and Family
Support Services will take
them grocery shopping.
• Emergency home repairs
represent a significant
burden for the spouse
of a deployed Airman or
Soldier. Broken pipes,
major appliance repairs and
unexpected car trouble are
commonplace occurrences
for military families. In many
cases, a National Guard
member will perform the
repairs so that the only cost
to the Trust is for materials.

Commitment
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The Trust gives
families who have
exhausted all other
available resources the
ability to work their way
to greater financial and
emotional stability.
This year, a wife of
a deployed Soldier came
into the Draper Family
Assistance Center on a
cold winter day with her
two young children. She
had lost her job, didn’t
have enough money to

pay for utilities, and was
behind in her rent. She had
exhausted all efforts to try
to solve this problem on
her own. The staff at each
Family Assistance Center
has access to a small ‘food
bank’ within the center for
emergencies just like this.
Staff members were able
to provide her with food.
Charitable Trust funds were
used to turn the utilities back
on and pay the rent for this
family. Staff members also

assisted her in searching for
new employment.
A military wife was on
her way home after paying
some bills and was out of
money. She called a Family
Assistance Center from the
side of the freeway where
her car had broken down.
She was scared, upset,
and out of answers. With
the help of Charitable Trust
funds, arrangements were
made to get her and her car
off the freeway to safety.

Her car was repaired so
it was once again reliable
transportation for her family.
Volunteers who
work with the Trust give
valuable counseling
to military families in
financial hardship. They
have helped families
reduce debt and eliminate
unnecessary expenses,
effectively giving them the
tools they need to move
toward self-reliance.

Our rock-bottom operating costs are made
possible by wonderful volunteers who continue
to donate their personal time to support our
Soldiers, Airmen, and their families.

Impact

Emergency Relief Fund

Medical Bills - 4%
Child Care -1%
Home Repairs - 2%
Food - 2%
Utilities - 6%
Auto - 14%
Mortgage/Rent - 70%
Other - 1%

Service
Wounded Warrior Expenditures

When Soldiers are
deployed, in many cases
their monthly military
income is less then their
civilian pay. This additional
hardship makes it difficult
for a spouse or parent to
fly to where their wounded
Soldier or Airman has been
evacuated to recover from
their injuries.
With a recommendation
from a chaplain or

commander, families may
apply for assistance. As a
member of the Trust’s board,
Col. Lynn Humphreys, the
state chaplain, has referred
many families for help. He
says each application is
considered carefully, but the
Charitable Trust can also act
quickly in an emergency, to
secure transportation to an
injured Soldier’s side in a
few short hours if needed.

“It’s just been a godsend
to so many, many people,”
Humphreys said.
While deployed to
Afghanistan, one of our
Soldiers was severely
injured as a rocket landed
only five feet from him. The
explosion killed two Navy
military members. He was
hospitalized at Madigan
Army Medical Cente at Fort
Lewis, Wash., for more than

three months. By using
Charitable Trust funds, his
wife was able to fly to his
bedside and comfort him
during his recovery.
In its five-year history,
the Trust has given aid
to more than 800 military
families, fulfilling a critical
role in easing the financial
strains of those who
sacrifice for our country.

The vast majority of donations are used
exclusively to help those in need.

Home Repairs - 1%
Food -11%
Travel - 79%
Mortgage/Rent 9%

Making A

Sub for Santa

We have some exciting stories to tell about how these
donations have blessed the lives of individuals and families.

Once again the
Utah National Guard
Servicemember and Family
Support Services staff was
busy at work this holiday
season to support the
Utah National Guard Sub
for Santa program. This
program is designed to
assist Utah National Guard
members and their families
with gifts and food during the
holidays who otherwise may
have gone without.
The program relies on

outside assistance from
donors within the community
who want to adopt a
family for the holidays and
purchase gifts. This year
one organization, Goldman
Sachs from Salt Lake City,
donated $12,000 to the
program and shopped at
local stores to purchase gifts
for 23 families, providing for
more than 70 children.
Sergeant Krystal
Dowker from the
Servicemember and Family

Support Services office,
who coordinated with the
Goldman Sachs team, said,
“This is so amazing that the
community supports our
military families this way. It
is wonderful to see this kind
of assistance.”
This year, the program
assisted 103 military families
in Utah with 320 children.
“Each year the program
grows just a little bit more,”
said Tonia Johnson, who
has coordinated the program

for the past five years.
Beginning in September,
families can submit an
application online with their
needs, sizes, and wish lists
for their children.
If you would like to find
out more about this program,
as well as others offered
through the Utah National
Guard Servicemember and
Family Support Services,
please visit www.ut.ngb.
army.mil/family or call
(801) 432-4080.

Difference
Youth Programs

Charitable Trust funds
often augment federal
funds set aside for our
Utah National Guard Youth
Program. Guard children
have unique challenges in
comparison to those of their
active-duty counterparts.
Children living on or near a
military base have numerous
resources and benefits
that are easily accessible.
They live next door to other

military kids and attend
school with other children in
their same situation.
In the Guard, Soldiers
and Airmen often live in
remote locations and in
many cases may be only
one of a few residents in
their city or town who are
deployed with the military.
Their children have few
friends who can relate to
their experience. When

the Youth Program was
started in 2004, youth
leaders were asked what
the children needed most.
Resoundingly, they said that
they needed to be with and
see other kids who were
going through the same
things that they were going
through.
Our Youth Program has
been built around giving
Utah National Guard kids

the chance to come together
again and again to build a
strong support network that
will help them through these
trying times. Without the
Trust, our youth would not
get the opportunities needed
to make this happen.
Through ongoing
monthly and summer events
such as camps and the
Great Utah Road Tour, our
youth get the opportunity to
strengthen those bonds.

Numbers alone cannot adequately demonstrate how many
lives were touched or how many children were blessed as they
participated in events hosted by our Family and Youth Programs.

Trunk-or-Treat

The Child and Youth
Program hosted their
annual Halloween event
Saturday, Oct. 24. Due
to the large crowd it was
held at Camp Williams
this year. Youth from
the Utah National Guard
Youth Council took part in
planning and executing the
event, along with several
volunteers who provided
a Trunk or Treat for the
hundreds of costumed
children.
State Youth
Coordinator Kelly Barnes
estimated that between
1,200 -1,500 people
attended this event.

“We served 1,000 hot
dogs within the first hour
and a half,” Barnes said.
Included in this year’s
Trunk or Treat were balloon
twisting clowns, jump
houses, a DJ, cakewalks,
craft stations, a cotton
candy machine and food
and drinks for everyone.
Each child received a bag
filled with goodies and
candy when they arrived.
“This year, we invited
people from some of
our volunteer service
organizations to hand out
literature and educate
our Servicemembers and
Veterans about products

and services available to
them,” said Barnes. “When
you have a crowd this size,
it’s a great opportunity to
provide this service.”
Prior to the event
start, the winds at Camp
picked up and it became

very cold and rainy. Not
to be deterred by this
setback, people braved
the elements and enjoyed
a very busy and fun event.
“It was great to see so
many people attend. I was
actually overwhelmed by
the numbers,” said Barnes.
“The most important part
of any event this size is
the willingness of our
awesome volunteers from
the Air and Army National
Guard and Youth Council
who assisted in pulling this
off. Each year, we try for
bigger and better, so next
year--bigger, perhaps--but
better will be tough.”

Selfless
Minuteman 5K Run/Walk Annual Fundraising Event

The Minuteman 5K Run/
Walk serves as the
primary marketing event
to showcase the need
of Servicemembers and
their families throughout
our communities. The
event was the brainchild of the Ralph L.
Wadsworth Construction
Company who through
their corporate efforts has
raised well over $100,000
annually to support the

Utah National Guard
Charitable Trust.
The 5th annual 2009
Minuteman 5K Run/Walk
was held in August and
helped create awareness
of the Utah National Guard
Charitable Trust. Over the
last five years, there have
been more than 1,800
participants in the race. The
2009 Minuteman 5K was
held at its new venue, Rio
Tinto Stadium in Sandy,

Utah. The race attracted
more than 300 runners.
The Minuteman 5K has
activities for the entire family
with static displays provided
by the Utah National Guard
which include Recruiting’s
climbing wall, Aviation’s
Apache helicopter, Artillery’s
Paladin, and Engineer
trucks. The event also
featured music by the 23rd
Army Rock Band, a free
breakfast and runner bags

provided by the generous
support of our title sponsors
Ralph L. Wadsworth
Construction Company,
Rio Tinto Stadium, Chickfil-A, Levy Restaurants,
Associated Foods, Fresh
Market, and Snowbird.
The 2010 Minuteman
5K will be held Aug. 14 at
Rio Tinto Stadium. Register
online at

www.utngtrust.org.

Honor
Veterans Day Concert

The Utah National Guard
held its 54th annual Veterans
Day Concert Nov. 11 at the
University of Utah’s Jon M.
Huntsman Center.
Soldiers and Airmen,
along with many retired
military members and their
families were in attendance.
Wearing their red coats,
members of the Honorary

Colonels Corps., who helped
fund the event, were also
present.
Band conductor Warrant
Officer Denny Saunders led
the 23rd Army Band in his
first Veterans Day Concert
as commander, following the
retirement of CW3 J. Michael
Cottam.
The program featured

musical numbers by the
Band and the Granite School
District combined choir. The
23rd Army Rock Band also
performed numbers such as
“American Soldier” by Toby
Keith, featuring soloist SSG
Ben Jacobson.
The 700-voice Granite
School District high school
combined choir was

organized by Mr. Clinton
Frohm, music curriculum
specialist for the Granite
School District and retired
military member. The choir
was conducted by music
directors from each of the
high schools.
Senior MSgt Sterling
Poulson was master of
ceremonies for the concert,

On behalf of everyone who has been aided
by the Trust, we thank you!

themed “The Last Full
Measure.” The concert
included remarks by Adjutant
General MG Brian L. Tarbet
and Assistant Adjutant
General for Army, BG
Jefferson S. Burton.
Burton spoke about the
devotion of the Utah National
Guard members.
“It’s my honor to lead

the finest men and women
in uniform,” he said, “and I
know that they are ready at
a moment’s notice to give
that last full measure of
devotion.”
The lights in the hall
dimmed and under a single
spotlight, Rod Decker, a
KUTV 2News reporter,
recited the Gettysburg

Address. Immediately
following the reading, “Taps”
rang through the silent hall
while people stood in honor
of the fallen.
Chief MSgt David
Herrscher, a member of the
Utah Air National Guard, was
in attendance with his 85year-old father.
“It was a great

experience to be at the
concert with my dad who
was in the third wave of
Soldiers to land at Omaha
Beach during World War
II,” said Herrscher. “During
the Armed Forces Medley, I
was able to stand for the Air
Force song and with my dad
for the Army song.”
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