
2010 Annual Report

Ut
ah

 N
at

io
na

l G
uard

Ut
ah

 N
at

io
na

l G
uard Charitable
 Trust
Charitable
 Trust



Dear Friends of the Trust:

The Utah National Guard Charitable Trust is entering its seventh year in 
helping the Servicemembers and families of Utah. The purpose for organizing 
the Trust--to assist our men and women in uniform during times of financial 
need--has not changed. Neither has the commitment of generous corporate 
sponsors and private citizens like you to help them through the challenges of 
both deployment and at-home military service.

Since 2005 the Trust has disbursed more than $500,000 to hundreds of 
Utah military families to assist with unexpected expenses such as broken 
appliances, car repairs, and the unforeseen financial burden on a family from 
the injury or death of a Servicemember. Those of us who wear the uniform 
thank you for your kindness.

As a board, we do everything possible to make sure your donation is used 
as you intend: to go directly to those in need. We minimize operating costs in 
order to maximize the funds available to help those who need it most. While the 
Trust was organized by the Utah National Guard, we assist Utah families from 
all branches of service.

I invite you to review the information contained in these pages to see specific 
examples of how the Trust helps families and individuals. In these difficult 
economic times and with the many worthy causes that are out there, we do not 
take lightly your willingness to assist our Servicemembers and families.

Please know that your generosity makes a real difference in the lives of our 
Airmen, Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, and families. If you have questions, my 
fellow board members and I would be happy to visit with you personally to talk 
about how the Trust helps real people in times of need.

Again, we thank you for opening your hearts and hands to those who are willing 
to sacrifice all in order to keep us safe.

Very respectfully,

Brigadier General Jefferson S. Burton
President and Board Chairman
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For the second 
year in a row, 
Utah Del, Inc. 
President Paul 
Hitzelberger 
presented a 
sizable donation 
on Jan. 19 to the 
Utah National 
Guard Charitable 
Trust on behalf 
of Del Taco 
restaurants in 
Utah. 

Verdi Schill (right) with Merit 
Medical Community Affairs presents 
a donation to Brigadier General Jeff 
Burton, assistant adjutant general, 
Utah National Guard and president 
and board chairman for the Utah 
National Guard Charitable Trust.

Major General Brian Tarbet (right), 
the adjutant general of the Utah 
National Guard accepts a $100,000 
check from Kip Wadsworth, Ralph L. 
Wadsworth Construction Company, 
for the Charitable Trust. 
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Charitable Trust Contributors

Contributions to the Utah National Guard Charitable Trust can be mailed to:

Utah National Guard Charitable Trust
12953 Minuteman Drive
Draper, UT 84020-1776

or Online at: www.utngtrust.org

Del Taco, Inc. 
Honorary Colonels Corps of Utah
Kennecott Utah Copper / Rio Tinto

Ralph L. Wadsworth Construction Company

Rio Tinto Stadium
Universal Industrial Sales, Inc.
Utah Pacific Bridge and Steel

Ralph L. Wadsworth Construction Co.

5 Star: $10,000 and above

5 Star: In-Kind Donation
Snowbird

L-3 Communications
Mitchell and June Morris Foundation

4 Star: $5,000 - $9,999
Zions Bank

A-Core Concrete Cutting, Inc.
Coughlin Company, Inc. 

Dale Barton Agency
Gerber Construction, Inc.

John W. Champion, Jr.

Larson Law
Merit Medical

Michael Baker Jr., Inc. 
Suncrest Mountain Race

Utah Blitzz

3 Star: $2,000 - $4,999

Industrial Supply
Intermountain Concrete Specialists

Mountain States Contracting
Rasmussen Equipment Company

1 Star: $500 - $999
Shelley and Company

Stantec Consulting, Inc.
Utah Commercial Contractors

Associated Foods
Real Salt Lake

Home Depot
1 Star: In-Kind Donation

2 Star: $1,000 -$1,999
Callister, Nebeker & McCullough

Daw Construction Group
Fat Pack Racing

Johnson Investment Advisory Services

LD Bowerman Investments
Prince, Yeates & Geldzahler

Wagstaff Crane Service

2 Star: In Kind Donation
Chick-fil-AKen Garff
Levy Restaurants

American Dream Foundation
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  Administrative - 1%

  Emergency Relief - 50%

  Loans - 15%

 Sub for Santa 8%

  Youth Programs -9%

  Wounded Warrior - 7%

  Veterans Day Concert - 7%

 Other 1%
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2010 Expenditures for Airm
en and Soldiers

 

 The Utah National Guard Charitable Trust was 
established in 2005 as a 501(c)3 nonprofit entity. Since 
its creation, the Charitable Trust has disbursed funds 
among hundreds of Airmen and Soldiers’ families, 
typically to offset financial hardships incurred during 
deployment of their Guard member. 
 “The Trust can loan or grant small sums based upon 
a successful application made to the Board,” said Col. 
Lawrence Schmidt, Utah National Guard chief of staff. 
“Board members carefully evaluate the merits of each 
case, take into account special circumstances, consult 
among themselves and conservatively administer the 
funds.” 
 The Charitable Trust consistently operates with 
less than one percent of donated funds being used for 
administrative costs. Funds for the Charitable Trust 
have been provided by generous contributions from 
private donors and corporate partners. 
 “Donors can be assured that their entire contribution 
will be applied to relief,” said Schmidt. “The Trust 
compensates no board members or employees.”
Utah Guardmembers and their families make significant 
sacrifices to answer the call of the nation. Among 
these are financial hardships endured while the military 
member serves away from his or her family. 
 Many of our Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen experience 
dramatic reductions in income when they leave their 
civilian jobs and mobilize for full-time military service. 

 The Emergency Relief Fund 
of the Charitable Trust provides 
assistance to Guardmembers and 
their families who find themselves in 
financial hardship.  
 Examples of how Emergency 
Relief funds are used include the 
following: 
  To cover transportation and 
lodging costs for a spouse or parent 
to travel to a military treatment facility 
where their Guardmember, who has 
been seriously injured or wounded 
while on active duty, is being cared 
for. 
  To cover basic needs for 
Guardmember families while the 
Airman or Soldier is deployed to a 
combat area or for military school. 
Often the difference between military 
and civilian salaries is significant, 
and in such a case the Charitable 
Trust can provide families in need 
with grocery gift cards or help with 
utility bills
  To help with emergency home 
repairs.  Broken pipes, major-
appliance repairs and unexpected 
car trouble are commonplace 
occurrences for military families. 
In many cases, a National Guard 
member will perform the repairs so 
that the only cost to the Charitable 
Trust is for materials. 
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  Auto -10%

  Food - 8%

  Home Repairs -4%

  Mortgage/Rent - 68%

  Utilities -3%

  Other - 7%

Family and friends gather at the Utah Air National Guard Base to send off their deploying Soldier or Airmen during 2010.  
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Em
ergency Relief Fund

 The Charitable Trust  gives 
families who have exhausted all 
other available resources the ability 
to work their way to greater financial 
and emotional stability. 
 The Charitable Trust received 
the following thank-you letter from 
the wife of a Utah National Guard 
Soldier while he was deployed. 

Hi, 

My husband Joshua is currently 
serving in Iraq. 

The week after he left, I was notified 
by the bank that my landlord was 
in foreclosure and was losing his 
property. I had one week to find 
somewhere to live. As it is, my 
family lives paycheck to paycheck, 
so having this extra burden of 
finding somewhere to go was very 
difficult. We had to come up with a 
deposit and first-month’s rent on a 
place to live. 

The Charitable Trust was where 
we turned. We were given some 
money to help get us into a home. 
I have never been more grateful in 
my life to have the support I was 
given that day. 

Thank you so very much to all those 
who give, so that the families of 
Servicemembers can have a little 
bit of hope when things get rough. 

Sincerely, 
Heather K.

 Our minimal operating costs 
are made possible by wonderful 
volunteers who continue to donate 
their personal time to support 
our Soldiers, Airmen, and their 
families. Volunteers who work with 
the Charitable Trust give valuable 
counseling to military families 
in financial hardship. They have 
helped them reduce debt and 
eliminate unnecessary expenses, 
giving them the tools they need to 
move toward self-reliance. 
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  Food -5%

  Home Repair -11%

  Mortgage or Rent - 12%

  Travel -22%

  Other - 50%

 When Guardmembers are injured while on 
deployment they are evacuated out of a combat zone 
and flown to a military hospital in the States.  In many 
cases their military income is less than their civilian pay, 
which adds additional hardship for a spouse or parent to 
fly to the bedside of their wounded Soldier or Airman. 
 With a recommendation from a chaplain or 
commander, the injured Soldier or Airman’s family 
member can apply for assistance.  The Charitable Trust 
board can act quickly during an emergency, helping 
to secure transportation and travel costs for a family 
member. 
 In 2010, a Utah National Guard Soldier was 
seriously injured while on deployment with the 118th 
Sapper Company.  The Soldier was sent from Bagram, 
Afghanistan, to a hospital at Fort Lewis, Wash.  
 His wife was assigned Capt. Matt Kuhni as an 
assistance officer to help her through this difficult time.  
Capt. Kuhni contacted the Utah National Guard Draper 
Family Assistance coordinator on a Thursday morning 
about the injured Soldier’s wife.  She was planning to fly 
to Fort Lewis that same afternoon to see her husband 
for the first time since he was injured.  

 The employees and volunteers working with 
Servicemember and Family Support Services, the 
Family Assistance coordinator and Charitable Trust 
board members all went above and beyond to help this 
Soldier’s wife. She received help from the Charitable 
Trust within a few hours of completing her application. 
Funds from the Trust were used to pay for her flight, 
hotel, rental car and living expenses while she was 
visiting her husband.  
 This spouse was able to avoid all the red tape that 
normally she would have had to go through to receive 
assistance from other sources. The Charitable Trust 
was a great assistance to her, their family and the 
injured Soldier. 
 Since its inception, the Charitable Trust has given 
aid to more than 1,200 military families, fulfilling a critical 
role in easing the financial strains of those who sacrifice 
for our country. 

Utah Air National Guard members evacuate injured military 
members from Bagram, Afghanistan, to Landstuhl, Germany, 
Dec. 21-29, 2010. (Bottom-right photo) Members of the 144th  
Area Support Medical Company offload an injured patient while 
on deployment to Bagram, Afghanistan. 
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Utah National Guard Soldiers and Airmen participate in the sixth 
annual Minuteman 5K Run/Walk Aug. 14. The race was held at the 
beautiful Rio Tinto Stadium in Sandy, Utah. (Photo to the left) Brigadier 
General Jeff Burton (left) and Kip Wadsworth present dog tags to one 
of the youngest 5K Race winners.  

11



 Through Ralph L. Wadsworth Construction Company’s 
support and fundraising efforts, the sixth annual Minuteman 
5K Run/Walk (now called the Utah National Guard 
Charitable Trust 5K) was able to raise more than $100,000 
for the Trust. The race helped create public awareness for 
the needs of our Soldiers and Airmen.
 Early Saturday morning on August 14, the loud boom 
of a 75mm cannon was heard at Rio Tinto Stadium in 
Sandy. The cannon start is one of the many highlights for 
the Utah National Guard Charitable Trust 5K. The event 
brings Soldiers, Airmen and the community together in 
support of the Utah National Guard Charitable Trust. 
 The race has drawn as many as 700 runners, who 
along with other participants enjoy all the events, which 
include the Utah National Guard climbing wall, BB gun 
range, Paladin, Apache helicopter, trucks and equipment. 
The 23rd Army Rock Band entertains both prior to and 
after the race. The colors are posted by the Utah National 
Guard Honor Guard.

 “I run the Minuteman 5K because 
it’s the Guard’s race,” said Col. Larry 
Schmidt, chief of staff of the Utah 
National Guard. “It’s my race. It’s a 
bonus that the proceeds go to my 
favorite charity, the Utah National Guard 
Charitable Trust and that the venue is 
the beautiful Rio Tinto Stadium.” 
 The race begins at Rio Tinto 
Stadium and winds down State Street 
to the Sandy City offices along 10000 
South, then turns up the frontage road, 
back to 9400 South and completes the 
circle by returning into the stadium. 
 All proceeds raised from the race 
go to the Charitable Trust for the benefit 
of Soldiers and Airmen serving in the 
Utah National Guard. 
 “The Trust is the only source  of 
help for many Soldiers and Airmen with 

service-caused personal 
crises not covered by state 
or federal programs,” said 
Schmidt.  
 Event sponsors 
include Ralph L. Wadsworth 
Construction, Rio Tinto 
Stadium, Utah Pacific 
Bridge and Steel, Universal 
Industrial Sales, Inc., 
Chick-fil-A, Associated 
Foods, Fresh Markets and 
Snowbird. 

UTNG Charitalbe Trust 5K
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 Charitable Trust funds often augment federal funds 
set aside for our Utah National Guard Youth Program.  
Guard children have unique challenges in comparison to 
their active-duty counterparts.  Children living on or near 
a military base have numerous resources and benefits 
that are easily accessible.  They live next door to other 
military kids and attend school with other children in 
their same situation.  
 In the Guard, Soldiers and Airmen often live in 
remote locations and in many cases may be only one 
of a few residents in their city or town who are deployed 
with the military. Their children have few friends who 
can relate to their experience.  When the Youth Program 

was started in 2004, youth leaders were asked what 
they needed most.  Resoundingly, they said that they 
needed to be with and see other kids who were going 
through the same things that they were going through.  
 Our Youth Program has been built around giving 
National Guard kids the opportunity to come together 
again and again to build a strong support network that 
will get them through these trying times.  Without the 
Trust, our Youth would not get near the opportunities 
needed to make this happen.  Through ongoing monthly 
and summer events such as camps and the Great Utah 
Road Tour, our young children and youth leaders can 
strengthen those bonds.

Youth from the Utah National Guard 
and Moroccan exchange program 
build lasting friendships during the 
Great Utah Road Tour. 

Utah National Guard youth receive 
instruction on the rappel towers at 
Camp Williams during their three-day 
stay for UTNG Kids Youth Camp. 
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Youth Program
s

Youth Camp 2010
 The third week of June each year, approximately 
175 military youth come to Camp Williams to experience 
the annual Youth Camp.  This year youth were able to 
create arrowheads from stone, launch rockets, make 
parachute-cord bracelets, sleep in the barracks and 
learn hip-hop dance moves.  They also spent time on 
the rappel tower and Leadership Reaction Course.  
Volunteers, Soldiers and staff dedicated many hours to 
insure that their week would be memorable.  
 Once the youth and their gear are checked in, 
they are assigned to a platoon. They meet their junior 
counselors and together they design a flag and name 
for their group. Barracks are assigned and the team-
building exercises begin to help them to get to know 
each other.  
 Our first sergeant teaches them how to stand in 
formation and understand exactly what their parents do 
as members of the Utah National Guard.  The youth 
begin rotating through breakouts where they continue 
to learn team building and meaningful craft projects.  
 Camp ends with a drill and ceremony for the parents 
and many hugs are exchanged prior to departure.  
 “The swimming pool is my favorite part of camp,” 
said a 12-year-old from Salt Lake City.   “The food is 
pretty good, too,” he added.  
 “Camp is the highlight of our Youth Program for our 
military youth,” said Kelly Barnes, State Youth Program 
coordinator. “Many of these kids have a parent that 
is deployed, just returned or ready to mobilize.  The 
relationships formed here are meaningful, and hopefully 
these youth gain tools that will help them not only 
through a deployment but with life skills that they can 
always fall back on.” 

Great Utah Road Tour 2010
 On a warm July morning, 45 
youth from the Utah National Guard 
and our Moroccan exchange loaded 
on a chartered bus to begin a road trip 
that they will never forget.  
 This trip is funded through a 
partnership between the UTNG 
Charitable Trust, Operation Military 
Kids (OMK) and the UTNG Child 
and Youth Program.  The youth were 
treated to a day on the river in Moab, 
a mobile pizza oven at Capitol Reef 
State Park and a night under the stars 
at the Tuacahn Amphitheater in St. 
George.  
 “My favorite part of Great Utah 
Road Tour is seeing friendships made 
among the military youth,” said Connie 
Packer, OMK program coordinator.  
“This trip gives the kids a way to share 
their commonality of being children of 
Servicemembers and lets them get 
away from the stresses of daily life or 
deployment.“  
 The five-day trip started at Camp 
Williams and wound through Moab, 
Capitol Reef and St. George before 
heading home.  
 The UTNG Youth Program also 
offers monthly events all over the 
state.  For more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Kelly Barnes 
at jon.k.barnes.ctr@us.army.mil   

Utah National Guard youth make beaded 
bracelets while on the Great Utah Road Tour. 

During the Great Utah Road Tour 
Utah National Guard youth hike 

on the red rocks of Southern Utah. 
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Trunk-or-Treat 
 Each year our Child and Youth Program hosts a 
trunk-or-treat event.  This year, those in attendance  were 
greeted by cold winds and rain that persisted throughout 
the entire event.  
 Even with wet, rainy weather, more than 25 volunteers 
brought their “trunks” and supplied treats for hundreds of 
our military youth. Everyone enjoyed a hot dog, snacks, 
a few craft activities and a bouncehouse rounded off the 
festivities.  
 “Even through the storm, over 800 hot dogs were 
cooked and served,” said SSG Jeffrey Brady.  
 Brady is a member of the Youth Team, and along with 
other staff members, volunteers and the Utah National 
Guard Youth Council, assisted with  the labor, ideas and 
implementation of this awesome event.  
 “To see so many people brave the elements was 
heartwarming, although it was cold and wet,” said Kelly 
Barnes, State Youth coordinator.  “I saw General Burton 
standing in the rain and passing out candy to our youth.  

That is the type of leadership we have here in the UTNG, 
and that is why we have successes like this.”
 The decision was made to move everyone inside 
the youth building at Camp Williams. Once inside the 
festivities continued where clowns twisted balloons, crafts 
were made and much more food was eaten by the eager 
crowd.  
 The Utah National Guard Child and Youth Program 
hosts monthly activities and events throughout the state.  
For more information or to volunteer, please contact Kelly 
Barnes at jon.k.barnes.ctr@us.army.mil.

Utah National Guard youth enjoy the Halloween 
activities held at Camp Williams. 
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Sub for Santa
 Once again, the Utah National Guard Servicemember 
and Family Support Services (SFSS) staff was busy at 
work during the Christmas holiday season supporting 
the Utah National Guard’s Sub for Santa program.  This 
program is designed to assist Utah National Guard 
Servicemembers and their families with gifts and food 
during the holidays, who otherwise may have gone 
without.
 The program relies on outside assistance from donors 
within the community who want to adopt a family for the 
holidays and purchase gifts. Goldman Sachs of Salt Lake 
City, was our biggest donor again this year, giving $12,000 
to the program.
 A Utah National Guardmember, SGT Krystal Dowker 
from the SFSS, helped with the Goldman Sachs shopping 
trip.  SGT Dowker also coordinated with the Community 
Covenant team to assist in delivering the gifts to local 
armories and was in charge of making sure bags of toys 
made it into the correct vehicle on the night of shopping 
with Goldman Sachs. There were more than 200 bags to 
coordinate. 
 “This is so amazing that the community supports our 
military families this way,” said Dowker. “It is wonderful to 
see this kind of assistance each year. Our military families 
are so lucky to have this kind of support for the holidays 
from our very own community.”

 This year, the program assisted 
136 military families in Utah, consisting 
of 349 children.
 “Each year the program grows just 
a little bit more. We have more families 
in need and amazingly we have more 
outside assistance and community 
support.  This year, I received a phone 
call from two donors who said their 
friend has done this in years past and 
they too wanted to help.  We also had 
a family who received assistance from 
our program a few years ago and as 
the family stated, they wanted to pay 
it forward,” said Tonia Johnson, a 
Military OneSource consultant,who 
has coordinated the program for the 
last seven years.
 Beginning in September of each 
year, families can submit an application 
outlining their needs, sizes and wish 
lists for their children. If you would like 
to find out more about this program, 
as well as others offered through the 
Utah National Guard SFSS, please 
visit www.ut.ngb.army.mil/family.

Trick-or-Treat   /  Sub for Santa

Members of Goldman Sachs shop at Wal-Mart for military families with the Utah National Guard. 
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Todd and Kim Olsen, parents 
o f  fa l len  Marine  Lance 
Corporal Nigel Olsen, are 
recognized during a special 
spotlight. Olsen was struck 
by an improvised explosive 
device on March 4, 2010, 
while escorting a captured 
prisoner in Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan. 

MG Brian Tarbet at the podium presented SMSgt 
Sterling Poulson a microphone plaque, thanking him 
for his many years of service. Poulson will be retiring 
in 2011 from the Utah Air National Guard. 

Ms. Nell “Mickey” Bright 
was recognized for her 
service as a Woman Air 
Force Service Pilot (WASP) 
during WWII.  She served 
with the Sixth Tow-Target 
Squadron at Biggs Field, 
Fort Bliss, Texas. In 1977 the 
WASPs were given Veteran 
status and Nell received the 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

Navy Machinist Mate 3rd 
Class Noel Page served 
on the a ircraft carrier 
U.S.S. Saratoga  during 
WWII. During a raid on 
the Saratoga by Japanese 
suicide bombers on Feb. 
21, 1945, Page received 
shrapnel in his leg and a 
shattered eardrum from 
the blast from six suicide 
planes and seven bombs 
that took the lives of 123 
of his shipmates that day. 
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Veterans Day Concert - Stories Untold The Utah National Guard hosted the 55th annual 
Veterans Day Concert and celebration Nov. 11, at the 
University of Utah's Jon M. Huntsman Center.  We say 
celebration because we chose this year to highlight 
and celebrate the achievements of a few or our many 
outstanding Veterans.  The Honorary Colonels Corps again 
helped fund the event. We thank them for their support 
and attendance.
 The theme of this year’s event was “Stories Untold.” 
Senior Master Sergeant Sterling Poulson again hosted in 
his final concert emcee role before his retirement.  Alyce 
Mutter from Kearns High School sang the national anthem 
to begin the two-hour program.
 Soldiers and Airmen, retired military members and 
their families filled the available seats and responded 
enthusiastically to the music, narration and especially the 
stories spotlighting Navy Machinist Mate 3rd Class Noel 
Page; Army Corporal Max Lemoine Whitten; a member 
of the WASPs, Ms. Nell “Mickey” Bright; and U.S. Marine 
Corps Lance Corporal Nigel K. Olsen. 
 The 23rd Army Band commander, CW2 Denny 

Saunders, conducted the Band, and the 
400-voice Granite School District high 
school combined choir was organized 
by Ms. Carol Goodson, who took over 
the duties of the late Clint Frohm, music 
curriculum specialist for Granite School 
District. Vocal arrangements were 
conducted by music directors from each 
of the high schools in attendance. 
 Zions Bank made a special 
presentation to honor Veteran Terry 
Schow for his work with the Veterans 
Administration in Utah.  The featured 
speaker for this year’s concert was the 
adjutant general of the Utah National 
Guard, MG Brian Tarbet, who praised 
the dedication of Utah Soldiers and 
Airmen.  Tarbet also presented SMSgt 
Poulson with a microphone plaque 
as a token of appreciation for his 
commitment to the event over the years. 

The Granite School District high school combined choir performs 
with the 23rd Army Band for the Veterans Day Concert. 
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